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The Circuit Rider Published July 10, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 10:25-37
New International Version (NIV)

The Parable of the Good Samaritan
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to 
test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered, “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped 
him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, 
and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
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pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own don-
key, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• July 12-14, 2013 (Friday-Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at the 11th National 
Gathering of United Methodist Men at Belmont 
University in Nashville, Tennessee.

• July 20, 2013 (Saturday)
Festival de Verano (Summer Festival) — Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. will preside over the land dedication and there will 
be music, fun, food, kids’ games and face painting. Those attending are welcomed to bring lawn chairs. The celebration 
will be from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. at Highway 51 in Horn Lake, Mississippi across from Yogi Bear Park.

Emergency Preparedness: 
A Reason to Give Sunday, July 28
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt,  
Senior Communications Specialist
As recent as July 8, 2013, the disaster response coordina-
tor for the Mississippi Conference of The United Meth-
odist Church, Rev. Wayne Napier was accepting calls 
from people affected by early spring storms.  He said the latest request 
was from an elderly couple in Yazoo City that is now renting a home 
after strong winds sent a huge tree crashing through their house.  The 
couple does not have insurance and cannot afford to remove the tree or 
make necessary repairs to return to the home they own. Adding to their 
frustration, their community was not declared a disaster area, which 
would have given them access to federal funds for home and property 
repairs. 

“So that leaves it to folks like the United Methodists and other orga-
nizations to help those people get back to where they need to be,” said 
Napier, who has served in his position for the last five years. He adds 
that through the generosity of United Methodists and the Mississippi 
Conference Emergency Preparedness Fund, he was able to inform the 
couple help was on the way.

On Sunday, July 28, Mississippi United Methodists will have an oppor-
tunity to replenish and increase the conference emergency preparedness 
fund during a Special Sunday Offering. The emergency preparedness fund allows Napier and his team to respond to those with 
disaster-caused needs and provide training for new emergency response team volunteers.

Volunteer posts signage after Hattiesburg tornado, 
February 2013.
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“That is our immediate source of funds for ongoing preparedness work. It helps 
pay for our training we conduct all over the Mississippi Conference, it allows us to 
move relief materials around as well.”

Through the support of conference giving United Methodist contributes hygiene 
kits, cleaning kits, tarps, tools, building materials, training supplies and feeding for 
volunteers in disasters.

Napier said he has more than 100 local volunteers. Fran Fuller, a 67 year-old widow 
caring for her parents and a teenage granddaughter, is one of the newest volun-
teers. She’s trained to assess the damage and needs of disaster victims. She’s also a

member of Cambridge UMC in Abbeville and explains her reason for spending 
long hours training to help.

“To help other people is one of the most beautiful things anybody can do, it doesn’t 
have to be a disaster it can be anywhere. 

I remember when people helped me when I had problems with my car,” she said.

When it comes to volunteers, Napier considers all 180,000 plus members of the 
Mississippi United Methodist Church part of the emergency response team that 
makes it possible for him and Fuller to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

“They may never go to 
training, they may never 

know anything about what we do, but if they support a local United 
Methodist church they support us,” he said. 

The  Mississippi Conference Emergency Preparedness Fund is not part 
of the conference budget. The emergency response team relies on the 
kindness of those giving their money and talents to fulfill its mission in 
Mississippi and beyond. Last year’s Special Sunday offering for emer-
gency preparedness collected less than two hundred dollars according to 
the conference treasures office. While grateful for every penny, Napier is 
optimistic Mississippi churches can give more.

Napier reminds everyone that June 1 marked the start of 2013 hurricane 
season that runs through November 30. He is encouraging everyone 
to know their emergency plan and to set aside monetary gifts to fund 
emergency preparedness during offering time Sunday, July 28, 2013.

Individuals should give their checks through their church designated 
for the emergency preparedness offering.  Churches can remit these 
amounts with their regular monthly Mission Shares.  Non-Mississippi United Methodist can submit their offerings to:  Missis-
sippi Conference, P.O. Box 1063, Jackson, MS 39215-1603.

More On How United Methodists Help Victims of Disasters

The Mississippi Conference disaster response team closely follows the guidelines of The United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) when bringing aid to the most helpless when disasters strike. 

UMCOR comes into play with flood buckets, tarps, health kits, spiritual care, etc. immediately following any disaster. The bishop, 
the disaster response coordinator and the director of connectional ministries can request an emergency $10,000 grant that the 
conference can use as necessary to assist victims; however, funds are primarily given to those with no insurance on their homes.  
It does not go to renters.

Residents affected by any storm need to contact their insurance company, apply for FEMA and then enter the Long Term Recov-
ery group in their area that will address unmet needs of those who had no coverage, those whose insurance didn’t cover every-
thing and those who have no means to recover (no/low-income).

Damaged fence serves as a sign of hope 
following Hattiesburg 2013 tornado.

File photo of Rev. Wayne Napier in small group 
disaster training.
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The History of Cross and Flame Logo Recounted 
By Marie Metcalf, Lake Junaluska     — Celebrating 100 years
The cross and flame, the official symbol of The United Methodist Church, was cre-
ated in 1968 and registered as a trademark in 1971.  Many of the boards and agen-
cies meeting at Lake Junaluska Assembly in the 1980s used this logo to connect their 
programs to The United Methodist Church.  Wherever the logo was used, it was 
memorable though simple and very versatile.

Dr. G. Ross Freeman, Director of The United Methodist Church’s Southeastern 
Jurisdiction Council on Ministries headquartered in Atlanta, spent summers at the 
assembly to oversee the church-sponsored programs.  As the first public relations 
staff person employed by the assembly in 1980, I worked with Freeman promoting 
programs held at Junaluska throughout the Southeastern Jurisdiction.  He consid-
ered the cross and flame logo very effective as it was immediately recognizable and 
inspired trust, admiration, loyalty and quality.

A program booklet mailed from Lake Junaluska to all churches in the nine-state 
jurisdiction promoted the full year of programs at the assembly.  Freeman decided 
the booklet, to him second only to the Bible as a program tool, needed to be eas-
ily recognizable as information from the assembly.  He felt Junaluska needed a logo 
comparable to the cross and flame and invited printing company designers from 
Atlanta and Charlotte to create one for consideration by assembly staff.

Though not an artist, I found myself scribbling and sketching on scraps of paper, 
trying to capture the feeling of Lake Junaluska Assembly.  I’m sure I filled several 
waste baskets with my failures.  Two staff persons, Lawrence Braxton, director of 
finance, and James Hart, director of services, acted as my sounding board.  They 
offered many suggestions, some of which I procured, and encouraged me to keep 
trying.

The artists and the Junaluska staff gathered for the unveiling of the designs.  Free-
man’s inquiry to each of us as to which design we liked and why was met with modest enthusiasm.  I can still hear him saying, 
“ReRe, which one do you like?”  I responded honestly that I didn’t like any of them because they looked like forest service shields 
or something, not like Lake Junaluska.  The designer from Charlotte, an old friend, quipped, “Do you think you can do better?” 

Trying to picture sketches in my head, I went to the chalk board showing more confidence than I felt, drew a circle, added the 
cross coming out of the circle, squiggled in mountains and the lake.  Freeman, famous for “Freemanizing” things, used deep the-
ology to describe the significance of the circle, cross, water and mountains.  I was more astounded than anyone at his words as I 
had been concerned only with making it look like Lake Junaluska!  

Freeman asked the Charlotte artist, “Can you clean up her doodling?  If you can, this is our Lake Junaluska logo.”   The only 
changes made to the Lake Junaluska Assembly logo over the years have been to make the lines more clean cut and adaptable for 
different mediums-wood, metal, pottery, etc.; the integrity of the symbolism has been maintained.  

Freeman saw Lake Junaluska Assembly as “a place where spirits are reborn and lives find new direction.” During the ten years I 
worked at Junaluska, the staff was one big family-a part of the ministry to visitors, always caring for each other.  For many of us it 
was a life-changing place. 

Now that Clifton and I have retired to Lake Junaluska we are involved in the community in a very different way, as volunteers.  
Every time I see the logo-whether on a pamphlet, a roadside sign, or a car tag —I am reminded that we are again a part Lake 
Junaluska Assembly” — a place where spirits are reborn and lives find new direction.”



Blessings in Backpacks  
Starts This Sunday 
By Adam Gordon, Maples Memorial  
UMC Associate Pastor 
Through partnerships with Catholic Social Services 
of Olive Branch and Iglesia Cristiana United Method-
ist Hispanic Mission, the Maples Memorial United 
Methodist Church  missions committee has located 87 
at-risk children living in Desoto County and many others in the Olive Branch 
area, who need help gathering schools supplies for the coming academic year. 
Make a difference in a child’s life this Sunday.

Contact Maples Memorial UMC in July to receive demographic information of 
a child in need and a school supply list. The missions committee supplies the 
child and the needed supplies list. Those interested in participating are asked to 
fill backpacks with gifts of love in the form of school supplies.

Gather with a group of friends and sponsor two or three kids to make it a min-
istry event or take it on as a personal project to help change the life of a child.  

All backpacks are due Sunday, July 28, 2013.  Please do not donate partial backpacks or loose school supplies. For more informa-
tion contact Adam Gordon at 662-895-2279, ext. 121 or adam@mapleschurch.org.

Churches Collaborate to Engage Youth
By Michelle Henry, director of Central UMC’s Family Life Center
What started as a collaborative effort between Central and Aldersgate United Methodist churches to provide a wholesome activ-
ity in a relaxed atmosphere for their youth groups has become an outlet for community teens to socialize and receive the word 
of God.  These two small membership churches have seen a decline in the number of young adults attending their services, so 
combining their United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF) seemed like the most logical thing to do.  Each week, a theme with 

a scriptural reference is discussed using topics that affect today’s youth. After 
devotion, the youth are allowed to visit over good food and video games. They 
are encouraged to have friends join them and to share photos and status up-
dates using the hashtag #SundayNightLive.

 “Sunday Night Live! is more than just hanging out.  It’s a fun way to learn 
about the Bible and meet new friends,” said Jeremiah Henry, a Central UMC 
youth. 

“Sunday Night Live! helps young people show their skills to help heal societal 
ills that may plague them,” shared Andrew Campbell, youth leader at Central 
UMC.  

“If we want to reach more young people, then we have to speak and interact 
with them in their language,” explained Central UMC’s Family Life Center director, Michelle Henry. 

Sunday Night Live! is a program of the Family Life Center’s Mobilization At Central (M@C) initiative. To have your youth join us, 
or for additional information, please contact CUMCFLCDirector@yahoo.com.  Activities alternate between Central and Alders-
gate.

New Pastors Embrace Transition
By Cheryl Denley, Senatobia District Secretary
All pastors and their spouses who have relocated to a new church home in the Senatobia District were treated this past weekend 
to a steak dinner at Como Steakhouse. A group of around 35 had a wonderful evening of fellowship, conversation and a great 
meal that ended with encouraging remarks by Dr. Paul Borden of Sacramento, California.
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Borden is a consultant with Growing Healthy Churches. He 
has a remarkable track record with leading pastors and their 
churches around the world in reaching their neighbors with 
the Gospel and the love of Christ.  Counting Mississippi, eight 
annual conferences have partnered with Borden. 

The next morning incoming clergy met with Borden in a 
three-hour session focusing on the window of opportunity 
of  the new pastors’ first year.  Borden highlighted interviews 
he had done with pastors who had affected long-term change 
in their church and led a successful transition to evangelism 
and mission. At the end of the day, 16 pastors stepped forward 
and agreed to take Borden up on an offer to set up a coaching 
network for the next 12 months.

UM Fans Lead Fellowship During SEC Baseball Tournament  
By Larry White, Shiloh UMC, Pelahatchie  
For the second year in a row, Shiloh United Methodist Church of Pelahatchie has provided a Sunday morning worship service 
for the recreational vehicle (RV) campers at the Southeastern Conference (SEC) Baseball Tournament in Hoover, Alabama. The 
service is on ‘championship’ Sunday, which is always the Sunday before Memorial Day. The 
RV park in Hoover is adjacent to the Hoover Met, which is where the SEC Baseball Tour-
nament is held annually. The RV park temporarily becomes home for hundreds of excited 
SEC fans, gathering to root on their team. Doug and Sandy Payne along with Larry and 
Melinda White make this trek every year and are spectators to the 17 games played for the 
duration of the tournament.

Some 75 people in the RV park gathered to worship beside the Payne’s RV. Methodist, Bap-
tist, Pentecostal and other 
Christian fans assembled to 
sing praises and fellowship 
together. Everyone was grate-
ful that a rural Mississippi United Methodist church offered this 
time to come together, as the universal church body, to worship the 
Lord.

Doug and Larry are both lay servants at Shiloh UMC. Doug is also 
affiliated with the world mission team in Oklahoma and serves as a 
missionary for short-term trips around the world each year. Doug 
also owns Buckcreek Farms, a Christian hunting lodge in Illinois. 
It is through his speaking at local Mississippi churches, churches in 
Kenya, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cameroon and other places that God 
has used Doug in a great way for His service.

MS Conference UMW:  
2013 Mission U
United Methodist Women will come together once 
again July 17-20, 2013, at East Central Community 
College in Decatur to renew minds in a journey of 
discerning the will of God.  Excellent study leaders will 
help participants explore three new studies:

1. The Call: Living Sacramentally, Walking Justly
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2. The Roma of Europe
3. Leaving Home, Finding Home: A Mission Study for Children

Three scheduling options allow those attending to be engaged in transformation for as many as four days or as few as two.  Feel 
free to choose options two and three and take two studies for only one registration fee of $25.

Clergy will be able to receive Continuing Education Credit (CEU).  Those taking two studies and participating fully in Mission U 
will receive two CEUs. Participants taking one study and engaging fully in other activities will receive one CEU.

Those attending who teach children in their churches and/or communities are encouraged to come to the mission study for chil-
dren which is offered in option three.

For more details email Jackie Pennington at jackiebill@tecinfo.com.

Methodist Foundation Hosts Generosity Summits
The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation is pleased to host three Generosity Summits featuring the teaching of Bishop 
James E. Swanson, Sr. The three events will be held across the state. The summits are open to clergy and lay. Clergy may receive 
half of a CEU Credit for full participation.

Each summit will begin at 10:00 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. Lunch will be provided on site. Registration cost is $10, which will 
cover the cost of snacks and lunch. Registration will be available through the conference website in August.

Dates and locations are:
• September 10:  Clinton First UMC (Clinton) 
• October 4: Heritage UMC (Hattiesburg)
• October 22: Oxford University UMC (Oxford) 

For more information contact Mike Hicks, associate director of the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation at 601-948-8845.

Youth Event: ‘Road To DEMASKUS’
The Road To DEMASKUS is an on-campus weekend retreat for 
youth, filled with missions, worship, fellowship and reflection. St. 
Paul Ocean Springs East Campus will serve as home base and lodging 
both nights. The event will focus on community mission projects and 
fostering the idea that we come to God as we are and do not have to 
hide behind the ‘masks’ and expectations of the world.

The weekend begins with a formal Masquerade Ball on Friday night. 
Saturday’s itinerary has four different mission tracks — Habitat Build, Creation Care with the Pascagoula River Audubon Center, 
Helping Hearts & Hands and volunteering at Seashore Mission. The weekend will have small group times, worship and challeng-
ing videos and messages emphasizing community, genuineness and acceptance in Christ.

This event is open to all students from grades 7-12 (please contact the office if youth group includes sixth graders). Registration 
and payment deadline is set firm for Sunday, July 21 and the cost is $40 per student ($5 discount per student for youth groups 
registering together). Fee includes lodging, meals, shirt, transportation, mission track supplies, ticket to Wolverine and more. 
Those interested in attending or volunteering to serve should contact Rev. M.J. Kirby at mj@stpaulos.org.

Brookhaven District Offers CEU Credit   
Rev. Dr. John Ed Mathison will be lead a continuing education workshop for clergy on Saturday, July 20, as a part of Felder’s 
Camp Meeting.  The workshop is entitled “The Best Practices of Ministry” and will offer clergy half of a Continuing Education 
Unit (CEU) Credit.  Mathison will deal with practical suggestions for local church ministry, including ideas for ministry of the 
laity and stewardship.

The workshop will be held from 9:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. in the church fellowship hall, with registration at 8:30 a.m. The $25 
workshop fee will include morning worship and lunch.  Please pre-register by calling the Brookhaven District office at 601-833-
1619.  The Brookhaven District and Felder’s Camp Meeting will take place at 1061 Campground Circle, in Summit.  Laity are 
welcome to attend as well.
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Author to Speak at Madison UMW Gathering
Madison United Methodist Women extends an invitation for all to attend their August 1 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. in the Madison United Methodist Church Christian Life Center at 
2050 Main Street in Madison, Mississippi. Guest speaker and author, Jeanhee Kang was 
born in Iksan, South Korea. Kang will discuss why she was expelled from high school at 
age 16 and shunned by her society.

 She first came to the United States in 1975 and made it her goal to attend an American 
high school. Kang’s book, “Run Away: One Woman’s Story of Resilience,” doesn’t spare 
the reader any of the agonizing details of her childhood, nor does the book hold back all 
she overcame to realize her dreams. Until now, Kang has told no one of her past which is 
the secret of what she had to endure in order to have a second chance in America.

This is truly an event you don’t want to miss. Tickets are $10 (this includes dinner) and 
will be available through July 15. For more information, or to purchase tickets, please 
contact Crystal Barnes at 601-572-0001.

Shiloh UMC Camp Meeting: July 26 - August 4
Rev. Dr. Sam Morris will kick off the Shiloh United Methodist Church Camp Meeting by speaking at the 7:30 p.m. service on July 
26 and the 11:00 a.m. services on July 27 and 28. The church is located at 2394 Shiloh Road in Pelahatchie, Mississippi.

Saturday, July 27, there will be a gospel singing and testimony service at 7:30 p.m. Rev. Andy Stoddard will bring the message 
beginning on July 28 at the 7:30 p.m. service. He will also speak at the 11:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. services until closing out the camp 
meeting on August 4. On Friday, August 2, there will be a special speaker for youth night.

For more information contact Rev. Ron McDougald at umc.shiloh@gmail.com.

Please be in prayer for the family of Dr. Harry W. Gay 
who passed away on July 3, 2013, at his residence in 
Louisville. Gay (member of Rocky Hill UMC) was a 
local pastor for eight years. Gay served a five-point 
charge that included Sturgis/Big Creek.

Employment Opportunities
• Part-time Pianist Wanted (Gulfport) – Nugent UMC
Nugent United Methodist Church in Gulfport, MS has an opening for a part-time pianist.  The starting salary for this posi-
tion is $6,000/year.  The position requires that the pianist be available for two Sunday services (8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.) 
and one choir practice each week and also for special services throughout the year.  Resumes must be received by July 21 
and can be sent to the church email address: nugentum@bellsouth.net  or mailed to: 13183 John Clark Rd. Gulfport, MS 
39503.  If there are any questions please call, 228-832-6145 or email the church.

• Director of Children’s Ministries (Brookhaven) – First UMC
First United Methodist Church in Brookhaven, MS is looking for a Director of Children’s Ministries. This is a part-time 
position responsible for children and families programming. Salary is negotiable. Please contact Larry Williams, Chair of 
Staff Parish Relations, First UMC: Brookhaven at 601-833-3519.
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Black Bean and Corn Salad 
2 cans Trappey black beans
2 cans Mexican corn
2 bags Success white rice, prepared
salt (to taste)
pepper (to taste)
4-5 green onions, chopped
1/4 to 1/2 bottle Thousand Island with bacon salad 
dressing
1/2 to 1/2 pound shaved roast beef or chicken
romaine lettuce
Lay lettuce on bottom of serving dish. Cover with 1 bag of rice. In a large bowl mix beans, corn, 1 bag rice, salt, pepper, 
onions, dressing and roast beef or chicken. Spoon over the rice layer and refrigerate until served.

 – By Rev. Gene Vance in “Recipes from Home, Vol. II” published by Oak Grove UMC
• Attention: Have a recipe too good to keep? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Confer-
ence/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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